
LOW/NO COST ENERGY

SAVING TIPS
FOR BUSINESSES

All businesses need lighting, heating, air conditioning, power for office equipment and other services 
to stay in business. Smart businesses recognize they can save money by maximizing energy efficiency. 
This not only helps their company’s finances, but also the environment. Many of the tips below cost 
little to nothing to implement. They can be put into place today to begin seeing energy savings. 

LIGHTING
• Replace all incandescent light bulbs with energy efficient LEDs. LEDs use 80 

percent less energy and last about 15 times longer. 
• Install energy efficient exit signs. Each sign can save up to $10 each year in 

electricity costs while preventing up to 500 pounds of greenhouse gas emissions. 
• Turn off lights and other office equipment when not in use. Energy waste is often a 

reason for high energy bills. 

OFFICE EQUIPMENT
• Turn off machines when they are not in use. Computer screen savers do not 

reduce monitor energy use. Ask employees to use automatic sleep modes or 
manually turn off monitors to save energy. 

• Laptops use less energy than desktop computers. Consider purchasing a laptop 
for your next computer upgrade.

• Plug your computer’s AC adapter into a power strip that can be turned off instead 
of directly into a power outlet. The transformer in the AC adapter draws power 
continuously, even when the laptop is not plugged into the adapter. 

• Energy “vampires” are appliances that still use energy when they are switched off. 
This occurs in most equipment, such as televisions, sound systems, computers 
and printers. Avoid energy vampires by unplugging the appliance or using a power 
strip with an on/off switch to cut all power to the appliance. 

HEATING & AIR CONDITIONING
• Annual maintenance on your heating, ventilating and air-conditioning (HVAC) 

system will ensure it is operating properly and efficiently. 
• Make sure you change your HVAC filter every month. Dirty filters cost more to use, 

overwork the equipment and result in lower indoor air quality. 
• Fans can help maintain comfortable temperatures and save energy year round. 

Fans help reduce the need for air conditioning. Each degree of higher temperature 
can save about 3 percent on cooling costs.

• Weather stripping and caulk can seal out drafts from door frames and windows. 
Drafts are an energy waste and can cause HVAC systems to run longer.  

For more information and ways to save energy visit
ConsumersEnergy.com


